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Teaching Philosophy
Scott Lepisto
My teaching prioritizes the skills of close reading, which I find indispensable in my own
scholarship. Through attending to the details of cultural productions, my students understand
major historical issues of identity, culture, and society in the classical world. For this reason, my
courses feature a strong emphasis on primary texts. I provide students with opportunities to hone
their analytical skills and favor writing as a method of evaluation.
My courses provide guidance through the entire writing process. In Diversity and the
Western Tradition, I surveyed my class to find out how many students had ever written a paper
focused on literary interpretation. Only one third had ever written this kind of paper and another
third had done so only once or twice. In light of that information, I sent them a selection from
Bean’s Engaging Ideas (2001), which explains the writing process realistically, for instance that
a thesis, even though it ought to come early in their paper, might well be the last thing that they
write after writing extensively about the text as a way of thinking through it. I encourage my
students to write essays on questions that they find of interest, which they send me throughout
the semester, so that I can guide them away from those that are inappropriate (e.g. “How are
women in the Odyssey represented?”) towards ones more appropriate (“What is the significance
of Penelope’s weaving in book 2?”) through offering specific feedback (“Why don’t you focus
on a specific female activity as it is represented in one to three passages?”). Sometimes I assign
reaction papers, which lead to longer essays; for instance, I encouraged a student to write an
essay based on a shorter response to Genesis, in which he questioned how Adam could have
known that he should not eat of the tree of knowledge if he did not yet know whether doing so
would be good or evil. As a result of this process, students with little prior experience were, by
the end of the course, offering me fresh insights into texts that I know very well, for example that
the omission of details and explanations by the author of Genesis has the effect of making God’s
mind and motivations inscrutable to humankind.
In order to help my students acquire the competency necessary to analyze texts in the
original language, I highlight a variety of learning strategies in my Greek and Latin courses,
especially at the beginning level. In second semester Greek, I use color-coded worksheets to
address visually-oriented learners and outline a range of different study techniques like reciting,
recording, and listening to verb conjugations. As a class, we often chant verb conjugations aloud
and I send students audio recordings of the Iliad to familiarize them with the sound of the
language. To diminish my students’ anxiety, I develop practice tests with answer keys to
reproduce the conditions of exams. As students progress in their linguistic competence, I keep up
their motivation by highlighting their progress and providing them with a glimpse of the benefits
of knowing the language. For instance, at the conclusion of second semester Greek, I bring in
some fragments of Heraclitus so that students can puzzle over his elusive logos and to show them
that they can in fact read and appreciate real Greek. In second semester Latin, I bring in selected
Ovidian ekphrases with vocabulary supplied in order to underscore the expressive possibilities of
Latin syntax. While the focus of my intermediate and advanced language courses is covering as
much Latin or Greek as possible, I occasionally pause the class to consider the kinds of literary
details that they will analyze if they choose to continue their education in classics. For instance,
when teaching the Phaedo in intermediate Greek, we discuss the significance of the anecdote of
the departure of the ship from Athens to Delos in order to appreciate the richness of Plato’s
Greek.
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Through teaching research and language skills from the ground up, I foreground the
fundamentals that continue to inform my own work as a literary scholar. By responding to my
students’ individual interests and learning styles, I guide them to focus closely on primary texts
to construct an understanding and appreciation of the classical world and its literature. Students
walk away from my courses with ample training for the next level of their education in classics
and as more sophisticated interpreters of cultural productions in general, especially the written
word.
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Courses Taught
Independent Instructor
The Neronian Age, The College of Wooster, Spring 2019
Greek Civilization, The College of Wooster, Spring 2019
Intermediate Latin, The College of Wooster, Spring 2019
Greek and Roman Mythology, Grand Valley State University, Fall 2018
Greek Civilization, Hillsdale College, Spring 2018
Advanced Latin, Vergil’s Eclogues & Georgics, Hillsdale College, Spring 2018
Introductory Latin (Second Semester), Learn to Read Latin, Hillsdale College, Spring 2018
Advanced Latin Seminar, Seneca’s Moral Epistles, Hillsdale College, Fall 2017
Intermediate Latin, The Aeneid, Hillsdale College, Fall 2017
Introductory Latin (First Semester), Learn to Read Latin, Hillsdale College, Fall 2017
Introductory Latin (Second Semester), Wheelock’s Latin, USC, Fall 2012
Intermediate Greek, Plato’s Phaedo, USC, Spring 2012
Beginning Greek (Second Semester), Mastronarde Introduction to Attic Greek, USC, Fall 2011
Supporting Instructor
Diversity and the Western Tradition, 4 Sections, Daniel Richter, Fall 2016
Roman Civilization, 2 Sections, Anthony Boyle, Spring 2013
Diversity and the Western Tradition, 2 Sections, Daniel Richter, Spring 2011
Greek Civilization (listed as Greeks and the West), 2 Sections, William G. Thalmann, Fall 2010
• Responsibilities as Supporting Instructor: Leading 2-4 discussion sections a week, giving guest
lectures, leading reviews, contributing to the design of assignments, grading student work, and
holding weekly office hours.

Evaluation Averages
1. Overall, how would you rate this instructor?
2. Overall, how would you rate this course/discussion section?
3. Clearly related the purpose and material in the discussion section to
the lecture component of the course.
4. Was consistently punctual.
5. Articulated the goals of the course clearly.
6. Organized the discussion section to achieve those goals.
7. Presented material in clear, understandable language.
8. Used chalkboard/whiteboard and other visual aids effectively.
9. Was knowledgeable about the subject matter of the course.
10. Carefully explained difficult concepts, methods, and subject matter.
11. Provided useful insights into the way research is done in this field.
12. Was enthusiastic about communicating the subject matter.
13. Encouraged students to participate in their learning (e.g., through
discussion, projects, study groups and other appropriate activities).
14. Was accessible to students (e.g., during office hours, before and after
class, etc.).
15. Evaluated student work in fair and appropriate ways (if applicable).
16. Gave helpful feedback on assignments.

Out of 5
4.33
4.07
4.22
4.62
4.22
4.17
4.24
4.14
4.30
4.23
4.00
4.39
4.37
4.47
4.19
4.22
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Greek History
Kauke Hall, Rm 236

HIST 204

M/W/F 1:00-1:50pm

Instructor
Prof. Scott Lepisto
slepisto@wooster.edu or
scott.lepisto@gmail.com

Office Hours
Kauke 005
Mon/Wed 11am-1pm
or by appointment! Or by
lucky drop-in!

Required Texts
1. A Brief History of Ancient
Greece: Politics, Society and
Culture. Third Edition. By
Sarah B. Pomeroy, Stanley M.
Burstein, Walter Donlan,
Jennifer Tolbert Roberts. 2013.
2. Herodotus: On the War for
Greek Freedom: Selections
from The Histories. Trans.
Samuel Shirley. Ed. James
Romm. Indianapolis: Hackett
Publishing Company. 2003.
3. Thucydides: On Justice,
Power, and Human Nature:
Selections from The History of
the Peloponnesian War. Trans.
Paul Woodruff. 1993.
4. Plutarch: Greek Lives. Trans.
Robin Waterfield. 1998.
5. Four Plays by Aristophanes:
The Birds; The Clouds; The
Frogs; Lysistrata. Trans.
William Arrowsmith. 1994.

*You must by these
translations/editions!

The Porch of the Caryatids of the Erectheion, a Temple dedicated to Athena and Poseidon,
on the Acropolis in Athens. 406 B.C.E. Photo by Newsroom Staff, the Greek Observer.
http://thegreekobserver.com/greece/culture/article/29100/story-acropolis/

Course Description
Greek history bears witness to remarkable events, institutions, and
individuals whose influence can still be felt today. For instance,
Plato fundamentally influenced the course of philosophy;
tragedians developed theater as an artform; Athens inaugurated the
first nominal democracy.
However, telling the story of Greek history is hard work. Only a
small fraction of ancient Greek writing survives almost all of it
written by elite men. Much of the archaeological record has been
lost. Some of the most important populations in the region that we
now call Greece did not keep any written records. We sometimes
know more about particular days or weeks than entire centuries.
The aims of the course are, on the one hand, to impart to students a
general understanding of the narrative of Greek history, beginning
with hunter-gatherers and ending with the death of Alexander as
well as provide students with firsthand experience in the kind of
work that historians do through analyzing primary texts and
artifacts. By the end of the course, students will have developed an
understanding of the trajectory of Greek history, an understanding
of the kind of work that historians do to reconstruct the past, and
firsthand experience in interpreting historical sources and assessing
how they are deployed in the modern world.
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Learning Outcomes
1. Be able to provide an
account of Greek history
from the time of huntergatherers to the death of
Alexander.
2. Provide an account of
some of the most
significant primary
sources through which
we know about the
history of Greece.
3. Analyze the relative
strengths and
weaknesses of various
historical sources.
4. Contextualize historical
sources.
5. Apply insights gleaned
from Greek history to
the contemporary world.
6. Evaluate the way in
which people in the
contemporary world
draw upon the Greek
past.
7. Apply research skills
gained from the study of
Greek history to other
historical periods.
8. Communicate your
understanding of Greek
history effectively to
others.

Evaluation
15% Attendance and Participation
• Show up to each and every class prepared, on-time, and ready to
discuss assigned readings and material from previous classes
• Be ready to reflect, ask questions, and engage in thoughtful
dialogue with peers
• Bring each reading under discussion to class
• Complete occasional homework and in-class assignments
15% Quizzes
• Demonstrate your understanding of the basic facts of Greek
history through multiple choice, short answer, and/or essay
questions
• Analyze, compare, and contextualize historical sources
21% 3 Short (2-5 page) Essays
• Specific prompts will be assigned well in advance of the due date
14% Podcast
• Pitch to me and create a podcast episode devoted to a particular
topic, figure, or event in Greek history (this can be done
individually or in small groups, i.e. 4 people or less)
o Note that your podcast must be approved by me by the
date in the schedule. If you pitch it to me on that day and,
I reject your pitch, then you will lose points on the
assignment. This means you should let me know sooner
than the due date so that, if I reject your plan, you have
time to pitch me a new project by the approval date.
35% Final
• Demonstrate your understanding of the basic facts of Greek
history through multiple choice, short answer, and essay
questions
• Analyze, compare, and contextualize historical sources
• Be able to argue for or against the way that material from Greek
history is deployed in the contemporary context

6

Frequently Asked Questions
“How can I succeed in this course?”
I hope this class will be fun and rewarding for all participants, but you can also expect it to be
challenging. This is not the type of class that you can “cram” for at the last minute. Assigned
readings range from roughly 20 pages up to 50 pages. You will have to take notes on the reading.
I recommend spending at least twice as much time out of class as time in class.
If succeeding in the course is important to you, please be diligent about participating in class and
building good study habits and skills. Most importantly, don't hesitate to ask for help! I want you
to succeed!

“How long does it take for you to respond to emails?”
I typically respond to emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday. I typically check my email
once over the weekend. I have many students and ongoing research projects so I answer emails
very quickly and, oftentimes, without checking grammar and spelling. For example, if someone
asks me information already on the syllabus, I will answer “See syllabus.” Please do not construe
my brevity or any mistakes as rudeness or a sign of lack of care.

“May I use a laptop?”
Generally, no. The use of digital devices in class has been shown to hinder learning. You may
only use a laptop when there are assigned readings on Moodle.

“What do I need to bring to class?”
Most importantly, yourself and a good spirit. You also must bring the assigned reading (or the
reading from last meeting if we did not complete all of it), the notes that you have taken on the
reading, and a willingness to participate in respectful, scholarly dialogue.

“I can’t complete an assignment on time. What should I do?”
There are no extensions on major assignments except by the discretion of the professor. Late
assignments will be marked down by 10% per day. Should you become aware of any potential
conflicts that will delay your completion of an assignment, it is your responsibility to notify me
as soon as possible.

“May I use an assignment that I completed for another course for this course?”
Generally, no. However, I will consider making exceptions should you present to me the project
and explain to me how you plan to expand and revise it.
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“What if I need to miss class?”
•

Please email me and explain why as soon as possible. Legitimate reasons include illness, the
death of a family member, and medical issues. Illegitimate reasons include vacations and
assignments due in other courses. Your classmates and I all put in hard work to prepare for
this class and showing up to class demonstrates your respect for all parties involved.

•

Absences are excused at the discretion of the professor. Anything more than two excused
absences will diminish your participation and attendance grade. You will lose participation
points for every unexcused absence and two unexcused absences will lower your overall
grade in the course by 2% and each subsequent unexcused absence will lower your overall
grade by 2%.

•

If you must miss a class, please retrieve the notes for that class from one of your fellow
students. After reading and taking notes on the assigned reading for the day and reviewing
your classmates’ notes, you may come in to see me to cover any gaps that might be
remaining.

“What is my grade in this course?”
I don’t know. I have individual assignments recorded, but I don’t calculate your overall grade on
a continual basis. I calculate it at the end of the course. You are responsible for keeping track of
your own grade. You can use the syllabus to weigh each assignment appropriately. Keep your
assignments in a folder and calculate your grade as needed.

“I am unhappy with my grade on this assignment or in the course. What should I
do?”
There are a few good responses.
1. Ask for help. I truly want you to succeed. If you come to office hours or schedule an
appointment, I can provide you with assistance. There is no shame in asking for help. I
wholeheartedly support it.
2. Work harder. Make the class a higher priority.
3. Ask me to re-grade the assignment. I am happy to re-grade any assignment, in whole or
in part. However, I reserve the right to lower your grade if I previously erred on the side
of generosity and I always err on the side of generosity when I grade. If I made a clear
mistake, please let me know and I will correct it.

“Will there be a study guide for the quizzes and the final?”
Yes for the final and for the first quiz. Probably for the second quiz. Maybe for the third quiz.
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Some Helpful Hints
•

Take thorough notes by hand on assigned reading. Taking notes by hand has been shown
to increase retention in memory.

•

Review the notes to your reading in the few minutes before class starts in order to jog
your memory. This will help you participate more capably in class.

•

Write down questions about reading to enliven class discussions and ensure you receive
full credit for participation.

•

Come into office hours (or make an appointment with me) to have me go over your paper
before you turn it in. I will not provide feedback on papers by email (it is too timeconsuming). However, I can provide you with feedback in-person. I will even tell you the
grade that I would have given you on the draft that you bring me and tell you exactly
what you need to do to improve.

•

Start studying for quizzes at least two days beforehand and the final at least four days
beforehand.

•

When preparing for quizzes and exams, try the following:
1. Write your notes in the form of an ongoing narrative with full paragraphs.
2. Reorganize your notes into an outline by typing them into Word and editing
them for clarity.
3. Make online or physical flashcards. Write out your answer before flipping
over the flashcards.

•

Show some creativity with the podcast. Make it engaging to the listener. Have fun with it
while creating an audio-product rich with information, facts, and context.

•

Pitch the podcast to me earlier in the due date. I hope that this will be a fun side project
for you and allow you to freely explore your research interests in Greek history.

Contractual Information
Sensitive Material
History, including Greek history, is a nightmare. There is no way to talk about the history of
Greece without talking about violence (including sexual violence), slavery, misogyny and the
like. The success of the class depends upon our collective ability to discuss these, and other
potentially disturbing matters, in a frank, mature, and respectful way.
Academic Policy on Harassment & Title IX:
College policy states that “Any behavior, whether verbal or physical, which exhibits a negative
animus toward any person on account of a protected characteristic may be considered illegal
harassment.” According to the Title IX Coordinator, “The College requires faculty members to
report incidents of sexual and gender-based violence shared with them by students to the
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College’s Title IX Coordinator (Angela Johnston ajohnston@wooster.edu). Exceptions are
situations where students are unlikely to expect that a disclosure would trigger a reporting
obligation such as in a class writing assignment. A faculty member reporting to the Title IX
Coordinator does NOT mean that the student will be obligated to participate in any formal
proceedings; that decision remains at the discretion of the student unless the information
indicates that one or more students are at risk of further harassment. Information regarding the
College’s non-discrimination policy (including bias-related harassment), sexual assault/sexual
misconduct, Title IX, and filing a report can be found at
http://wooster.edu/offices/discrimination/.”
Plagiarism and Fabrication
I take plagiarism and fabrication extremely seriously. According to Wooster’s statement on
academic integrity (https://www.wooster.edu/students/diversity/iss/academicconcerns/integrity/), “Plagiarism is the practice of using the work of another scholar (written or
not) without proper and accurate acknowledgement of the source of that information. A lack of
understanding regarding the standards of citation does not excuse the violation. The most blatant
forms of plagiarism include words directly from a source without using quotation marks;
copying from a publication, lecture, or website; paraphrasing the source without proper citation;
and/or presenting the words of another as if they are one’s own. Images, graphs, data, maps, and
websites (among other forms of information) must also be cited with footnotes and
bibliographical documentation.” Simply put, if in doubt about how or whether to cite a source,
please ask. In this case, it is far better to ask for permission than forgiveness. Plagiarism might
result in failing the assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion from the university.
Wooster’s statement on academic integrity notes that fabrication “occurs when someone
manufactures or manipulates information or data to support an academic exercise. False citations
from non-existent references, manipulation of or making up data to support research, taking
another student’s exam, or writing another student’s paper are all examples of fabrication.”
Fabrication, likewise, might result in failing the assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion
from the university.
Academic Support
If you are in need of academic support, please see Amber Larson, Director of the Learning
Center (alarson@wooster.edu); she can help you structure your time, organize your studying, etc.
I strongly encourage you to make use of the writing center (why turn down free, easily available
assistance if you can get it?): https://www.wooster.edu/academics/apex/learning/writing/.
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Course Schedule
Please note that the readings are due the day that they are listed. This schedule will almost
certainly change depending upon the pace and interests of the class. Any reading with an (M) is
available on Moodle.
1/14/19
1/16/19
1/18/19
Introduction, Prehistoric
Prehistoric Greece, the
The Mycenaean and
Greece
Invention of Agriculture;
Minoans
the Mycenaeans and
Minoans
Pomeroy 13-38

1/21/19
NO CLASS; MLK DAY
TEACH IN

“The Origins of
Agriculture” with Michael
Shanks on Entitled
Opinions, Parts 1 & 2
1/23/19
The Iron Age

1/28/19
Homer as a Historical
Source

(M)The Odyssey Books 34.1-660 and selections of
book 7
Pomeroy 41-47
1/30/19
Homer as a Historical
Source and the Archaic Age

(M)Books 16 and 18 of the
Iliad

(M)Books 22 and 24 of the
Iliad

2/4/19
The Archaic Age
(M)Tyrtaios, Semonides,
Archilochus

2/6/19
The Archaic Age
(M)Selections of
Presocratics

1/25/19
Homer as a Historical
Source
(M)Books 1 and 9 of the
Iliad
2/1/19
The Archaic Age
Quiz 1 on the Mycenaeans
and Minoans, Iron Age,
and Homer as a Historical
Source
Pomeroy 58-65, 67-77, 8185, 93-97
2/8/19
Sparta
(M)Xenophon: The Spartan
Constitution in On Spartan
Society, Aristotle: The
Spartan Constitution
[Online], and (M)Plutarch,
Sayings of Spartan Women
in On Spartan Society.
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2/11/19
Sparta (cont.)

2/13/19
Athens

2/15/19
Athens

Plutarch, Lycurgus and
“This is Not Sparta: Why
the Modern Romance with
Sparta is a Bad One” by
Sarah Bond.
https://eidolon.pub/this-isnot-sparta-392a9ccddf26

Aristotle, Athenian
Short Essay 1 Due
Constitution, Parts 1-13,
Plutarch, Solon
selections of (M)Solon’s
poetry, and Pomeroy 121-28

2/18/19
Athens

2/20/19
The Persian Wars

2/22/19
The Persian Wars

Aristotle, Athenian
Constitution, Parts 14-23

Herodotus 1-27 and
Pomeroy 136-37

Herodotus 28-74

2/25/19
The Persian Wars

2/27/19
The Persian Wars

3/1/19
The Persian Wars

Herodotus 75-89 and
Pomeroy 138-150

Herodotus 119-164

Herodotus 165-89

3/4/19
The Persian Wars

3/6/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture

3/8/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture

Pomeroy 128-136

Aeschylus, The Persians
Quiz 2 on Athens and the
Persian Wars

Pomeroy 160-180 and
“Why We Need to Start
Seeing the Classical World
in Color” by Sarah Bond
Pomeroy 152-160, Aristotle, https://hyperallergic.com/38
Athenian Constitution, 233776/why-we-need-to-start41, and “The Nashville
seeing-the-classical-worldParthenon Glorifies Ancient in-color/
Greece — and the
Confederacy,” by Savannah
Marquardt.
https://eidolon.pub/theheirs-of-athens-of-thesouth-a8b730b84de3
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3/11/19
Break

3/13/19
Break

3/15/19
Break

3/18/19
Break

3/20/19
Break

3/22/19
Break

3/25/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture

3/27/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture

3/29/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture

Domestic Life

Comedy and Philosophy

Pomeroy 182-196, 206-211
On the Sacred Disease

Paper 2 Due

Aristophanes, Clouds

(M)Xenophon,
Oeconomicus
4/1/19
5th Century Athenian
Culture
Airs, Waters, Places and
Selection of Aristotle’s
Politics

4/3/19
The Peloponnesian War

4/5/19
The Peloponnesian War

Quiz 3 on Athenian
Culture

Thucydides, 39-88

Thucydides, 1-38

4/8/19
The Peloponnesian War

4/10/19
The Peloponnesian War

4/12/19
The Peloponnesian War

Thucydides, 89-122

Podcast Pitch Approval
Due

Plutarch, Pericles

Thucydides, 123-160

“The good, the bad and the
ugly aspects of Thucydides
in the Trump
administration” by Daniel
Drezner.
https://www.washingtonpost
.com/news/posteverything/w
p/2017/06/22/the-good-thebad-and-the-ugly-aspectsof-thucydides-in-the-trumpadministration/?utm_term=.
4ee9e545d829
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4/15/19
The Peloponnesian War

4/17/19
The Peloponnesian War

4/19/19
4th Century Athens

Plutarch, Alcibiades

Pomeroy 247-281

Short Essay 3 Due

4/22/19
4th Century Athens

4/24/19
The Rise of Philip II

Aristophanes, Lysistrata
4/26/19
The Life of Alexander

Pomeroy 283-300

Demosthenes, Philippics

Pomeroy 301-324

4/29/19
The Life of Alexander

5/1/19
Review

5/3/19
Final Exam

Plutarch, Alexander
Podcast Due: 5/9/19 at 9am.
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Intermediate Latin
Kauke Hall, Rm 242

LATN-202/302

M/W/F 10:00-10:50

Instructor
Prof. Scott Lepisto
slepisto@wooster.edu or
scott.lepisto@gmail.com

Office Hours
Kauke 005
Mon/Wed 11am-1pm
or by appointment! Or
by lucky drop-in!

Required Texts
1. A Seneca Reader:
Selections from Prose and
Tragedy. By James Ker.
2011. ISBN
9780865167582.
2. A Student’s Seneca: Ten
Letters and Selections from
De Providentia and De Vita
Beata. By M. D. Usher.
2000. ISBN 1-58510-024-2.
Other readings will be made
available in Moodle.

Recommended Texts
1. A New Latin Grammar.
By Allen and Greenough.
1903.
ISBN 0486448061.
2. A New Latin Syntax.
By E. C. Woodcock. 1959.
ISBN 0-86292-042-6.

Double herm with portraits of Seneca and Socrates. Roman copy, 3rd cent.
CE. State Museums, Pergamon Museum, Berlin. Photo: Sergey Sosnovskiy.
http://ancientrome.ru/art/artworken/img.htm?id=3102.

Course Description
Seneca the Younger is a hard author to pin down. He played different roles
in his life such as Stoic philosopher, playwright, satirist, political exile, and
millionaire moneylender, as well as tutor, speechwriter, and ultimately
murder-victim of Nero. It is hard to think of ancient authors whose lives
were quite as varied as Seneca’s.
His literary output was no less varied. Quintilian, in his appraisal of the
entire literary history that precedes Seneca, singles him out for his
versatility: Quintilian claims that Seneca mastered practically every genre.
Seneca’s philosophy is so different from his tragedies that centuries of
readers thought that they were actually written by different people.
In this course, students will be exposed to Seneca’s diverse oeuvre as they
work to improve their Latin. In the first several weeks of the course, we will
read selections of his consolations, dialogues, tragedies, and satire. After this
survey of selections, we will turn to read some of Seneca’s Letters in their
entirety. The class places equal emphasis on nuts & bolts grammar and
syntax, literary and rhetorical analysis and interpretation, and appreciating
how Seneca’s work fits into the intellectual and cultural context in which he
wrote.

3. Any good Latin
dictionary: The Oxford Latin
Dictionary is recommended.
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Learning Outcomes
•

Improve the speed and
accuracy with which you
read Latin

•

Gain exposure to,
familiarity with, and
comfort with a range of
Latin styles

•

Improve your ability to
identify and explain
Latin grammatical
structures and stylistic
features including meter
and rhetorical devices

•

•

Understand how
Seneca’s corpus fits into
the intellectual, social,
cultural, and political
context in which it was
written
Communicate your
understanding of Latin
texts through
presentations

Evaluation
20% Attendance and Participation
• Show up to each and every class on-time and having prepared
to translate and discuss Latin from an unmarked text
• Be ready to reflect, ask questions, and engage in thoughtful
dialogue about assigned readings
• Give regular presentations on the stylistic features of assigned
passages
• Put on regular performances of Senecan tragedy
• Complete periodic additional homework and in-class
assignments
15% Periodic Quizzes
• Quizzes roughly every two weeks will require you to translate
unmarked, previously assigned passages of the Latin text
• Explain underlined grammatical features
45% Two Non-Cumulative Exams
• Exams will require you to
o Translate unmarked, previously assigned passages of the
Latin text
o Explain underlined grammatical features
o Analyze passages for their rhetorical devices.
20% Final Project: You have the following options:
1. Literary Interpretation: Write a traditional 3-5 page paper arguing
for your literary interpretation of a particular passage or set of
passages in response to a question you develop in consultation with
me.
2. Commentary: Write a commentary on three quarters of a page of
Seneca’s Latin text, which you will choose and which I must
approve. You will need to consult various commentaries and
carefully consider your audience (experts in Latin philosophy?
Intermediate students like yourself? Actors and actresses putting on
a theatrical performance?).
3. Senecan Imitation: Write a one-page letter in Latin in imitation of
Seneca along with a 1-2 page analysis explaining your choices.

•The Death of Seneca by Peter Paul Rubens. 16121615 CE. The Alte Pinakothek, Munich. Photo:
The Alte Pinakothek Website.
https://www.sammlung.pinakothek.de/en/artist/pete
r-paul-rubens/der-sterbende-seneca1#&gid=1&pid=1.

4. Creative Project: Develop a creative project, which you must pitch
to me two weeks before the due date and which requires my
approval.

You must clear your choice of paper-question, section for commentary, or creative project by the date
listed on the schedule. Note that my FINAL approval is due then. If I have not given you my FINAL
approval, you will not receive full credit. This means you should let me know sooner than the due date so
that, if I reject your plan, you have time to pitch me a new project by the approval date.
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Frequently Asked Questions
“How can I succeed in this course?”
I hope this class will be fun and rewarding for all participants, but you can also expect it to be
challenging. This is not the type of class that you can “cram” for at the last minute before an
exam since you are required to memorize the vocabulary for all readings, which takes time.
Specific advice: make Latin part of your daily life. Set aside specific times each day for reading,
reviewing, and preparing for class. Ideally, you will spend at least an hour each day devoted to
Latin, whether it be reading Latin, reviewing vocabulary, memorizing grammar, translating
passages, or thinking of better ways to study. Use the “in-between” times during your day to
work on specific skills — you can break up the time into 10- or 20-minute chunks focused on
particular aspects of reading, grammar, vocabulary, review, etc.
If succeeding in the course is important to you, please be diligent about participating in class and
building good study habits and skills. Most importantly, don't hesitate to ask for help! I want you
to succeed!

“How long does it take for you to respond to emails?”
I typically respond to emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday. I typically check my email
once over the weekend. I have many students and ongoing research projects so I answer emails
very quickly and, oftentimes, without checking grammar and spelling. For example, if someone
asks me information already on the syllabus, I will answer “See syllabus.” Please do not construe
my brevity or any mistakes as rudeness or a sign of lack of care.

“May I use a laptop?”
The use of digital devices in class has been shown to hinder learning. You may only use a laptop
when there are assigned readings on Moodle.

“What do I need to bring to class?”
Most importantly, yourself and a good spirit. You also must bring the assigned reading (or the
reading from last class if we did not complete all of it), vocabulary notes if you need them, and
whatever notes or multimedia you need to lead your presentations. You may also wish to bring a
grammar book such as Allen and Greenough or A New Latin Syntax. When we stage the Medea,
you may wish to bring in some props and costumes.

“What if I need to miss class?”
•

Please email me and explain why you must miss class as soon as possible. Legitimate reasons
include illness, the death of a family member, and medical issues. Illegitimate reasons
include vacations and assignments due in other courses. Your classmates and I all put in hard
work to prepare for this class and showing up demonstrates your respect for all parties
involved.
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•

Absences are excused at the discretion of the professor. Anything more than two excused
absences will diminish your participation and attendance grade. You will lose participation
points for every unexcused absence and two unexcused absences will lower your overall
grade in the course by 2% and each subsequent unexcused absence will lower your overall
grade by 2%.

•

If you must miss a class, please retrieve the notes for that class from one of your fellow
students. After reading and taking notes on the assigned reading for the day and reviewing
your classmates’ notes, you may come in to see me to cover any gaps that might be
remaining.

“I can’t complete an assignment on time. What should I do?”
There are no extensions on major assignments except by the discretion of the professor. Late
assignments will be marked down by 10% per day. Should you become aware of any potential
conflicts that will delay your completion of an assignment, it is your responsibility to notify me
as soon as possible.

“May I use an assignment that I completed for another course for this course?”
Generally, no. However, I will consider making exceptions should you present to me the project
and explain to me how you plan to expand and revise it.

“What is my grade in this course?”
I don’t know. I have individual assignments recorded, but I don’t calculate your overall grade on
a continual basis. I calculate it at the end of the course. You are responsible for keeping track of
your own grade. You can use the syllabus to weigh each assignment appropriately. Keep your
assignments in a folder and calculate your grade as needed.

“I am unhappy with my grade on this assignment or in the course. What should I
do?”
There are a few good responses.
4. Ask for help. I truly want you to succeed. If you come to office hours or schedule an
appointment, I can provide you with assistance. There is no shame in asking for help. I
wholeheartedly support it.
5. Work harder. Make the class a higher priority.
6. Ask me to re-grade the assignment. I am happy to re-grade any assignment, in whole or
in part. However, I reserve the right to lower your grade if I previously erred on the side
of generosity and I always err on the side of generosity when I grade. If I made a clear
mistake, please let me know and I will correct it.
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Some Helpful Hints
•

Reading through each assignment ideally three times will be necessary for full
comprehension. By the third time, you will cease to worry less about piecing the passage
together and begin truly appreciating it on its own terms. This is beautiful prose and
poetry, and you will find yourself enjoying it, so you will want to do it justice. To be able
to spend time reading Latin in the original is a unique opportunity!

•

Write reminders, flag challenging vocabulary/morphology/syntax, and capture your
initial impressions of the content alongside your vocabulary note.

•

Do not expect the translation to work as an equivalent to the Latin; on those rare
occasions when you get stuck and look at a translation, know exactly why the Latin says
what it says, and why you couldn’t understand it by yourself.

•

Read the Latin aloud as often as your living/studying situation allows

•

Form a study group and meet other students in the class to prepare for class

•

When someone is called on to translate in class, follow along and act as though you are
the person being called on each time — it’ll be like having a private tutorial!

•

Although I want you to translate from an unmarked Latin text in class, it is a very good
idea to photocopy the text and mark it up in order to assist your comprehension. Once
you have

Contractual Information
Sensitive Material
Seneca’s corpus includes spectacular images of gore and violence, including sexual violence, as
well as descriptions of incest. The success of the class depends upon our collective ability to
discuss these, and other potentially disturbing matters, in a frank, mature, and respectful way.
Academic Policy on Harassment & Title IX:
College policy states that “Any behavior, whether verbal or physical, which exhibits a negative
animus toward any person on account of a protected characteristic may be considered illegal
harassment.” According to the Title IX Coordinator, “The College requires faculty members to
report incidents of sexual and gender-based violence shared with them by students to the
College’s Title IX Coordinator (Angela Johnston ajohnston@wooster.edu). Exceptions are
situations where students are unlikely to expect that a disclosure would trigger a reporting
obligation such as in a class writing assignment. A faculty member reporting to the Title IX
Coordinator does NOT mean that the student will be obligated to participate in any formal
proceedings; that decision remains at the discretion of the student unless the information
indicates that one or more students are at risk of further harassment. Information regarding the
College’s non-discrimination policy (including bias-related harassment), sexual assault/sexual
misconduct, Title IX, and filing a report can be found at
http://wooster.edu/offices/discrimination/.”
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Plagiarism and Fabrication
I take plagiarism and fabrication extremely seriously. WritingAccording to Wooster’s statement
on academic integrity (https://www.wooster.edu/students/diversity/iss/academicconcerns/integrity/), “Plagiarism is the practice of using the work of another scholar (written or
not) without proper and accurate acknowledgement of the source of that information. A lack of
understanding regarding the standards of citation does not excuse the violation. The most blatant
forms of plagiarism include words directly from a source without using quotation marks;
copying from a publication, lecture, or website; paraphrasing the source without proper citation;
and/or presenting the words of another as if they are one’s own. Images, graphs, data, maps, and
websites (among other forms of information) must also be cited with footnotes and
bibliographical documentation.” Simply put, if in doubt about how or whether to cite a source,
please ask. In this case, it is far better to ask for permission than forgiveness. Presenting
another’s translation as your own constitutes plagiarism! Plagiarism might result in failing the
assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion from the university.
Wooster’s statement on academic integrity notes that fabrication “occurs when someone
manufactures or manipulates information or data to support an academic exercise. False citations
from non-existent references, manipulation of or making up data to support research, taking
another student’s exam, or writing another student’s paper are all examples of fabrication.”
Fabrication, likewise, might result in failing the assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion
from the university.
Academic Support
If you are in need of academic support, please see Amber Larson, Director of the Learning
Center (alarson@wooster.edu); she can help you structure your time, organize your studying, etc.
I strongly encourage you to make use of the writing center (why turn down free, easily available
assistance if you can get it?): https://www.wooster.edu/academics/apex/learning/writing/.
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Course Schedule
Schedule of Readings: Please note that the readings are due the day that they are listed.
Note that this schedule is a rough estimate and is very likely to change depending upon the speed
of the class and their particular interests. Additional secondary readings in English will be
assigned periodically. Any reading with an (M) is available on Moodle.
*When reading Ker, always read his introductions to “scenarios” (or as I call them,
“Senecanarios”) and passages in the back of the commentary. It will help you contextualize each
selection.
1/14/19
1/16/19
1/18/19
Introduction to Seneca
Seneca’s Biography
Seneca in Exile
Ker: Introduction: xiii-liii and
“Prose Rhythm” (pp. 130132)

Consolatio ad Helviam 1.14 (Ker 1)

1/21/19
NO CLASS; MLK DAY
TEACH IN

1/23/19
The Consolation of
Philosophy

1/25/19
Rejoicing in Exile

1/28/19
Seneca and Nero

Consolatio ad Helviam 17.3-5
(Ker 3-4)
1/30/19
Seneca and Nero II

Consolatio ad Helviam
20.1-2 (Ker 5)
2/1/19
Seneca and Nero III

De Clementia 1.1-2 (Ker
7)

De Clementia 1.3-4 (Ker 8)

De Clementia 1.5-6 (Ker 89)

2/4/19
Senecan Satire

2/6/19
The Violence of Anger

2/8/19
Introducing Senecan
Tragedy

Apocolocyntosis 10.1-3
(Ker 12)

De Ira 1.2.1-3 (Ker 12-13)

Quiz 1 on Consolatio ad
Helviam and De
Clementia

Medea 1-18, (Ker 13-14)
(M)Medea in English 1939
Medea 40-50 (Ker 14)
(M)Medea in English 51154
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2/11/19
Senecan Tragedy II

2/13/19
Senecan Tragedy III

2/15/19
Senecan Tragedy IV

Medea 155-76 (Ker 1415)
(M)Medea in English 177300
Medea 301-08 (Ker 15)
(M)Medea in English 309360

Medea 361-79 (Ker 16)
(M)Medea in English 380536
Medea 537-50 (Ker 16-17)
(M)Medea in English 551-669

Medea 670-93 (Ker 17-18)
(M)Medea in English 694848
Medea 849-69 (Ker 18-19)

2/18/19
Senecan Tragedy V

2/20/19
Review

2/22/19
Midterm Exam

2/27/19
Ep. 5.1-3

3/1/19
Ep. 5.4-6

3/6/19
Ep. 43.1-3

3/8/19
Ep. 43.4-5

3/11/19
Break

3/13/19
Break

Quiz on Ep. 60, 5, & 43
3/15/19
Break

3/18/19
Break

3/20/19
Break

3/22/19
Break

3/25/19
Ep. 84.1-4

3/27/19
Ep. 84.5-8 (Imago res mortua
est).

3/29/19
Ep. 84.8-10 (Quid ergo?)

(M)Medea in English 870903
Medea 904-15
(M)Medea in English 91625
Medea 926-36
(M)Medea in English 9371007
Medea 1008-13
(M)Medea in English
1014-7
Medea 1018-1027
2/25/19
Introduction to Seneca’s
Letters
Ep. 60
3/4/19
Ep. 5.7-9
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4/1/19
Ep. 84.11-13

4/3/19
Ep. 56.1-3

4/5/19
Ep. 56.4-6

4/8/19
Ep. 56.7-10

4/10/19
Ep. 56.11-15

4/12/19
Ep. 28.1-4

4/15/19
Ep. 28.5-8

4/17/19
Ep. 28.9-10

Quiz on Ep. 43, 84, & 56
4/19/19
Ep. 28.9-10, Ep. 62.1-3

4/22/19
Ep. 18.1-4

4/24/19
Ep. 18.5-8

4/26/19
Ep. 18.9-13

Pitch for final project
due
4/29/19
Ep. 18.14-15

5/1/19
Review

5/3/19
Final Exam on Letters
only

Final Project Due: 5/6/19: 3pm
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The Neronian Age
Kauke Hall, Rm 035

AMST 299

TTh 2:30-3:50pm

Instructor
Prof. Scott Lepisto
slepisto@wooster.edu or
scott.lepisto@gmail.com

Office Hours
Kauke 005
Mon/Wed 11am-1pm
or by appointment! Or by
lucky drop-in!

Required Texts
1. Lucan: Civil War. Trans.

Susan Braund. 2008.
ISBN-10: 0199540683
2. Tacitus: The Annals:

The Reigns of Tiberius,
Claudius, and Nero.
Trans. J. C. Yardley.
2008. ISBN-10:
019282421X
3. A Companion to the

Neronian Age. Ed. Emma
Buckley and Martin
Dinter. 2013. Accessible
through Wooster’s library
website:
http://consort.library.denis
on.edu:80/record=b51215
95~S6
4. All other readings will be

available online.
*You must by these
translations/editions!

Bust of Nero at the Capitoline Museum, Rome. 17th cent. restoration (part of the face is from c. 60 C.E.).
Available through Wikimedia Commons: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nero_1.JPG

Course Description
What makes an age? A zeitgeist? A moment in time? Is history a
continuum or are there pivotal moments, figures, etc. that break
one epoch from another? We will investigate these questions with
reference to one of Rome’s most notorious figures: Emperor Nero.
The name summons to mind notions of theatricality, incest, and
insanity as well as images of Rome burning and Christians hanging
on crosses. Few figures from history capture the decadence,
amorality, and extravagance that we associate with the Roman
Empire as well as Nero. To what degree did a single individual,
Nero, define his age? In what ways is he responsible for defining
the epoch in which he lived? To what degree does the creation of
the Neronian Age depend upon subsequent readers, scholars, and
historians? And was he really such a bad guy?
This course provides a 360-degree approach to the Neronian Age
in order to assess whether a definite age emerges out of the cultural
productions and events of Nero’s rule. After a whirlwind review of
Roman history up to Nero, we will analyze some of the major
historical sources for his life and times. The first part of the course
will be devoted to separating fact from fiction in the record of the
historiographers and analyzing what the material and
historiographical record can tell us about the facts of the Neronian
Age. Then we will proceed to thinking about the way in which
Nero, a famous appreciator of the arts, colluded in the creation of a
Neronian Age through his patronage. We will consider some of the
major poetic, philosophical, and dramatic works of the age.
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Learning Outcomes
9. Be able to demonstrate a
thorough understanding
of all facets of the
Neronian Age.
10. Be able to analyze the
relative strengths and
weaknesses of various
historical sources.
11. Improve your ability to
contextualize historical
sources.
12. Be able to critique some
of the common
narratives about Nero
(e.g. that he fiddled
while Rome burned).
13. Improve your ability to
analyze complex texts.
14. Improve oral and written
communication skills.
15. Learn transferable skills
in research techniques.
16. Become experts on the
topic that you choose for
your research project.

Evaluation
15% Attendance and Participation
• Show up to each and every class prepared, on-time, and ready to
discuss assigned readings and material from previous classes
• Be ready to reflect, ask questions, and engage in thoughtful
dialogue with peers
• Bring each reading under discussion to class
• Complete occasional homework and in-class assignments
5% Two Quizzes
• Quizzes require you to demonstrate that you are keeping up with
readings and lectures through multiple choice, short answer, and
essay questions
20% Exam on Neronian History and Historiography
• Demonstrate your understanding of the basic facts of the history
of the Neronian Age
• Evaluate the strengths and limitations of various sources,
especially the accounts of ancient biographers and historians
• Complete multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions
20% Non-Cumulative Exam on Neronian Culture
• Analyze and explain the significance of key pieces of art and
literature (including poetry, drama, philosophy, technical writing,
etc.) by answering essay questions
25% Research Paper
• Develop your own research question for a paper*
• Complete a research paper of 8-12 pages (you may write more
with my permission) answering a research question of your own
devising, which I must approve
o You have considerable leeway in choice of topic
15% Oral Presentation
• Test out the ideas you are exploring in your research paper
through a presentation of at least fifteen minutes
• (Optional) Assign a short reading, a video, a series of images, or
anything else that will facilitate your presentation
• Receive feedback from instructor and your peers

*You must clear your research question by the date listed. Note that my FINAL approval is due then. If I
have not given you my FINAL approval, you will not receive full credit. This means you should let me
know sooner than the due date so that, if I reject your question, you have time to develop a new one by
the approval date.
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Frequently Asked Questions
“How can I succeed in this course?”
I hope this class will be fun and rewarding for all participants, but you can also expect it to be
challenging. This is not the type of class that you can “cram” for at the last minute. Assigned
readings typically range from about 35 pages up to 70 pages. You will have to take notes on the
reading. I recommend spending at least twice as much time out of class as time in class.
Throughout the semester, I recommend slowly, but consistently pursuing the topic and question
for your research paper.
If succeeding in the course is important to you, please be diligent about participating in class,
building good study habits and skills, and staying slightly ahead in the course through advanced
work on your research presentation and project (as one professor told me, “Front work obviates
back work”). Most importantly, don't hesitate to ask for help! I want you to succeed!

“How long does it take for you to respond to emails?”
I typically respond to emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday. I typically check my email
once over the weekend. I have many students and ongoing research projects so I answer emails
very quickly and, oftentimes, without checking grammar and spelling. For example, if someone
asks me information already on the syllabus, I will answer “See syllabus.” Please do not construe
my brevity or any mistakes as rudeness or a sign of lack of care.

“May I use a laptop?”
Generally, no, but you may use a laptop when there are assigned readings on Moodle. The use of
digital devices in class has been shown to hinder learning.

“What do I need to bring to class?”
Most importantly, yourself and a good spirit. You also must bring the assigned reading (or the
reading from last meeting if we did not complete all of it), the notes that you have taken on the
reading, homework if assigned, and a willingness to participate in respectful, scholarly dialogue.

“I can’t complete an assignment on time. What should I do?”
There are no extensions on major assignments except by the discretion of the professor. Late
assignments will be marked down by 10% per day. Should you become aware of any potential
conflicts that will delay your completion of an assignment, it is your responsibility to notify me
as soon as possible.

“May I use an assignment that I completed for another course for this course?”
Generally, no. However, I will consider making exceptions should you present to me the project
and explain to me how you plan to expand and revise it.
26

“What if I need to miss class?”
•

Please email me and explain why as soon as possible. Legitimate reasons include illness, the
death of a family member, and medical issues. Illegitimate reasons include vacations and
assignments due in other courses. Your classmates and I all put in hard work to prepare for
this class and showing up to class demonstrates your respect for all parties involved.

•

Absences are excused at the discretion of the professor. Anything more than two excused
absences will diminish your participation and attendance grade. You will lose participation
points for every unexcused absence and two unexcused absences will lower your overall
grade in the course by 2% and each subsequent unexcused absence will lower your overall
grade by 2%.

•

If you must miss a class, please retrieve the notes for that class from one of your fellow
students. After reading and taking notes on the assigned reading for the day and reviewing
your classmates’ notes, you may come in to see me to cover any gaps that might be
remaining.

“What is my grade in this course?”
I don’t know. I have individual assignments recorded, but I don’t calculate your overall grade on
a continual basis. I calculate it at the end of the course. You are responsible for keeping track of
your own grade. You can use the syllabus to weigh each assignment appropriately. Keep your
assignments in a folder and calculate your grade as needed.

“I am unhappy with my grade on this assignment or in the course. What should I
do?”
There are a few good responses.
7. Ask for help. I truly want you to succeed. If you come to office hours or schedule an
appointment, I can provide you with assistance. There is no shame in asking for help. I
wholeheartedly support it.
8. Work harder. Make the class a higher priority.
9. Ask me to re-grade the assignment. I am happy to re-grade any assignment, in whole or
in part. However, I reserve the right to lower your grade if I previously erred on the side
of generosity and I always err on the side of generosity when I grade. If I made a clear
mistake, please let me know and I will correct it.

“Will there be a study guide for the quizzes and exams?”
Yes for exams and probably for the quizzes too.
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Some Helpful Hints
•

Take thorough notes by hand on assigned reading. Taking notes by hand has been shown
to increase retention in memory.

•

Review the notes to your reading in the few minutes before class starts in order to jog
your memory. This will help you participate more capably in class.

•

Write down questions about reading to enliven class discussions and ensure you receive
full credit for participation.

•

Come into office hours (or make an appointment with me) to have me go over your paper
before you turn it in. I will not provide feedback on papers by email (it is too timeconsuming). However, I can provide you with feedback in-person. I will even tell you the
grade that I would have given you on the draft that you bring me and tell you exactly
what you need to do to improve.

•

Start studying for quizzes at least two days beforehand and exams at least four days
beforehand.

•

When preparing for quizzes and exams, try the following:
4. Write your notes in the form of an ongoing narrative with full paragraphs.
5. Reorganize your notes into an outline by typing them into Word and editing
them for clarity.
6. Make online or physical flashcards. Write out your answer before flipping
over the flashcards.

•

Begin thinking about the broader topic of your research paper and your specific research
question as early as possible. Interested in architecture? Explore Nero’s building
program. Interested in philosophy and politics? Investigate the roots of the Stoic
“resistance” to Nero. Interested in farming? Analyze Columella’s response to earlier
agricultural writing. You get the point. This is your opportunity to take your education
into your own hands (with a little oversight and guidance from me).

•

Use the oral presentation as an opportunity to receive feedback on your ideas. Be
creative! Use a PowerPoint presentation, involve the audience, or take a more traditional
approach. Carefully consider what you intend to achieve in your research paper and craft
your presentation accordingly.
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Contractual Information
Sensitive Material
One cannot talk about Nero without talking about the acts of violence he directed, the incestuous
rumors that surrounded him, and the sexuality he expressed. The success of the class depends
upon our collective ability to discuss these, and other potentially disturbing matters, in a frank,
mature, and respectful way.
Academic Policy on Harassment & Title IX:
College policy states that “Any behavior, whether verbal or physical, which exhibits a negative
animus toward any person on account of a protected characteristic may be considered illegal
harassment.” According to the Title IX Coordinator, “The College requires faculty members to
report incidents of sexual and gender-based violence shared with them by students to the
College’s Title IX Coordinator (Angela Johnston ajohnston@wooster.edu). Exceptions are
situations where students are unlikely to expect that a disclosure would trigger a reporting
obligation such as in a class writing assignment. A faculty member reporting to the Title IX
Coordinator does NOT mean that the student will be obligated to participate in any formal
proceedings; that decision remains at the discretion of the student unless the information
indicates that one or more students are at risk of further harassment. Information regarding the
College’s non-discrimination policy (including bias-related harassment), sexual assault/sexual
misconduct, Title IX, and filing a report can be found at
http://wooster.edu/offices/discrimination/.”
Plagiarism and Fabrication
I take plagiarism and fabrication extremely seriously. According to Wooster’s statement on
academic integrity (https://www.wooster.edu/students/diversity/iss/academicconcerns/integrity/), “Plagiarism is the practice of using the work of another scholar (written or
not) without proper and accurate acknowledgement of the source of that information. A lack of
understanding regarding the standards of citation does not excuse the violation. The most blatant
forms of plagiarism include words directly from a source without using quotation marks;
copying from a publication, lecture, or website; paraphrasing the source without proper citation;
and/or presenting the words of another as if they are one’s own. Images, graphs, data, maps, and
websites (among other forms of information) must also be cited with footnotes and
bibliographical documentation.” Simply put, if in doubt about how or whether to cite a source,
please ask. In this case, it is far better to ask for permission than forgiveness. Plagiarism might
result in failing the assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion from the university.
Wooster’s statement on academic integrity notes that fabrication “occurs when someone
manufactures or manipulates information or data to support an academic exercise. False citations
from non-existent references, manipulation of or making up data to support research, taking
another student’s exam, or writing another student’s paper are all examples of fabrication.”
Fabrication, likewise, might result in failing the assignment, an F in the course, or expulsion
from the university.
Academic Support
If you are in need of academic support, please see Amber Larson, Director of the Learning
Center (alarson@wooster.edu); she can help you structure your time, organize your studying, etc.
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I strongly encourage you to make use of the writing center (why turn down free, easily available
assistance if you can get it?): https://www.wooster.edu/academics/apex/learning/writing/.

Course Schedule
Please note that the readings are due the day that they are listed. This schedule will almost
certainly change depending upon the pace and interests of the class.
1/14/19
Introduction and Review of
Roman History

1/16/19
Martin Dinter, “The Neronian
(Literary) ‘Renaissance’” in
Companion (pp. 1-14).

1/18/19
Donna Hurley, “Biographies of
Nero” in Companion (pp. 2944).

1/21/19
NO CLASS; MLK DAY
TEACH IN

1/23/19
Cassius Dio, Roman History,
Book 61, Book 62 (pp. 61119).

1/25/19
Cassius Dio, Roman History,
Book 62 (p. 119-173).

1/28/19
Cassius Dio, Roman History,
Book 63.

1/30/19
Suetonius, Life of Nero.

2/1/19
Quiz on Cassius Dio and
Suetonius

2/4/19
Tacitus, The Annals,
Selections.

2/6/19
Tacitus, The Annals, Book 13.

2/8/19
Tacitus, The Annals, Book 14.

2/11/19
Tacitus, The Annals, Book 15.

2/13/19
Tacitus, The Annals, Book 16.

2/15/19
Myles Lavan, “The Empire in
the Age of Nero” in
Companion (pp. 65-82).
Michael Mordine, “Domus
Neroniana: The Imperial
Household in the Age of Nero”
in Companion (pp. 102-117).
2/22/19
Exam on Neronian History
and Historiography

2/18/19
2/20/19
Heinz-Jürgen Beste and Henner Review
von Hesberg, “Buildings of an
Emperor – How Nero
Transformed Rome” in
Companion (pp. 314-331).
TBD
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2/25/19
Elaine Fantham, “The
Performing Prince” in
Companion (17-28).
Sigrid Mratschek, “Nero the
Imperial Misfit: Philhellenism
in a Rich Man’s World” in
Companion (pp. 45-62).
3/4/19
[Seneca], Octavia.

2/27/19
Marianne Bergmann, “Portraits
of an Emperor – Nero, the Sun,
and Roman Otium” in
Companion (pp. 332-362).
Katharina Lorenz, “Neronian
Wall-Painting. A Matter of
Perspective” in Companion
(pp. 363-382).
3/6/19
Seneca, Moral Epistles, Book
1.

3/1/19
Seneca, Oedipus Rex.

3/11/19

3/13/19

3/8/19
Seneca, Natural Questions,
Book 2.
Pliny, Natural History,
Selections.
3/15/19

3/18/19

3/20/19

3/22/19

3/25/19
Seneca, Apocolocyntosis.
Persius, Satires 1-2.

3/27/19
Petronius, Satyricon, “Dinner
with Trimalchio” pp. 38-83.

4/1/19
Lucan, Civil War, Book 3-4.

4/3/19
Lucan, Civil War, Books 5-6.

3/29/19
Lucan, Civil War, Books 1-2.
Quiz on Satire, Tragedy,
Scientific Writing,
Philosophy, and Material
Culture
4/5/19
Lucan, Civil War, Books 7-8.

4/8/19
Lucan, Civil War, Books 9-10.

4/10/19
Review

4/12/19
Final Exam

31

4/22/19
Presentations

4/24/19
Presentations

4/26/19
Presentations

4/29/19
Presentations

5/1/19
Presentations

5/3/19
Presentations and Wrap-Up

FINAL PROJECT DUE: 5/8/19 9am
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Appendix: Sample Sets of Evaluations
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CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation

SurveyMonkey

Q1 Overall, how would you rate this instructor?
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
2.70%
1

2

4
5.41%
2

3

5
32.43%
12

4

TOTAL
59.46%
22

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.49

Q2 Overall, how would you rate this course/discussion section?
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
5.41%
2

2

4
13.51%
5

3

5
27.03%
10

4

TOTAL
54.05%
20

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

Q3 Was consistently punctual.
Answered: 37

1/5

Skipped: 0

5

4.30
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SurveyMonkey

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

4
2.70%
1

3

5
24.32%
9

4

TOTAL
72.97%
27

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.70

Q4 Presented material in clear, understandable language.
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
2.70%
1

2

4
8.11%
3

3

5
32.43%
12

4

TOTAL
56.76%
21

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

Q5 Used chalkboard/whiteboard and other visual aids effectively.
Answered: 37

2/5

Skipped: 0

4.43

CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation

SurveyMonkey

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
2.70%
1

2

3

4
13.51%
5

5
40.54%
15

4

TOTAL
43.24%
16

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.24

Q6 Was knowledgeable about the subject matter of the course.
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

4
2.70%
1

3

5
2.70%
1

4

TOTAL
94.59%
35

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.92

Q7 Carefully explained difficult concepts, methods, and subject matter.
Answered: 37

3/5

Skipped: 0

CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation

SurveyMonkey

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

4
5.41%
2

3

5
37.84%
14

4

TOTAL
56.76%
21

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.51

Q8 Provided useful insights into the way research is done in this field.
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
5.41%
2

2

4
13.51%
5

3

5
32.43%
12

4

TOTAL
48.65%
18

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

Q9 Was enthusiastic about communicating the subject matter.
Answered: 37

4/5

Skipped: 0

4.24

CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation

SurveyMonkey

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

4
0.00%
0

3

5
16.22%
6

4

TOTAL
83.78%
31

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.84

Q10 Encouraged students to participate in their learning (e.g., through
discussion, projects, study groups and other appropriate activities).
Answered: 37

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
2.70%
1

2

4
8.11%
3

3

5
18.92%
7

TOTAL
70.27%
26

5/5

4

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
37

4.57

CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation 2

SurveyMonkey

Q1 Was accessible to students (e.g., during office hours, before and after
class, etc.).
Answered: 36

Skipped: 0

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

4
5.56%
2

3

5
11.11%
4

4

TOTAL
83.33%
30

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
36

4.78

Q2 Evaluated student work in fair and appropriate ways (if applicable).
Answered: 35

Skipped: 1

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
5.71%
2

2

4
2.86%
1

3

5
14.29%
5

4

TOTAL
77.14%
27

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
35

Q3 Gave helpful feedback on assignments.
Answered: 36

1/5

Skipped: 0

4.63

CLA101 Greek and Roman Mythology Evaluation 2

SurveyMonkey

S

0

1
S

2
0.00%
0

1

3
0.00%
0

2

3

4
11.11%
4

5

4

TOTAL

33.33%
12

55.56%
20

5

WEIGHTED AVERAGE
36

4.44

Q4 What were this teacher's main strengths?
Answered: 35

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Communicated well

11/26/2018 5:20 PM

2

Knowledge in the subject, very fair at grading and giving everybody opportunities to improve their
grade

11/26/2018 5:19 PM

3

The professor knew what he was talking about and cared about what he taught about which made
me feel that what he was teaching was important

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

4

How much he cared. I like when a teacher is passionate about the subject they are teaching and
he visibly got excited several times when talking about the course.

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

5

Giving great detail as to what’s important.

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

6

His understanding of the material

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

7

Helping students if they need it.

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

8

He seems to care if we actually understand the material or not

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

9

Very knowledgeable about the subject matter and he helped make a lot of it interesting. I can tell
he really enjoys what he does and I thought he did a great job teaching the class

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

10

Very knowledgeable about the material.

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

11

He knew the material well

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

12

Ability to clearly and thoroughly explain the subject and readings

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

13

Always being there to assist me when I needed help on projects or understanding material we
were learning.

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

14

The communication was strong and the teaching style.

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

15

His passion for the content of our readings allowing him to help define the text

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

16

He is excited about the subject and more than willing to go over material students didn't
understand the first time in a different way.

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

17

knowledgable and more than willing to help or reexplain concepts

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

18

Communicating and explaining difficult material.

11/26/2018 5:12 PM
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19

He is positive, encouraging, and broke down complicated material in an easy way to understand.

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

20

How much he knows on the topic and how he is able to work with us and explain things in ways
we will understand

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

21

His knowledge on the subject material

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

22

Taking questions.

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

23

Energy and love for the information he was teaching. As well as helpful with any
questions/concerns.

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

24

He took his time with the material

11/26/2018 5:11 PM

25

Understanding of the material and enthusiasm in teaching it

11/26/2018 5:11 PM

26

answered questions thoroughly and explained things when the class didn't understand

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

27

Making all assignments fair, helping students understand the topics and such

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

28

knowing the material and giving examples

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

29

Wanting us to succeed and giving extra credit

11/26/2018 5:09 PM

30

He had enthusiasm

11/26/2018 5:09 PM

31

EVERYTHING

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

32

You explained things well and you really wanted us to know what we have to know for the class

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

33

Providing the information that is needed for the quizzes and exams

11/26/2018 5:07 PM

34

describing the material

11/26/2018 5:07 PM

35

Knowledgeable and kindness

11/26/2018 5:06 PM

Q5 How might this instructor improve their teaching effectiveness?
Answered: 32

Skipped: 4

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Be more clear in the beginning

11/26/2018 5:20 PM

2

There was a lack of visual aid and what was used could have been used more effectively

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

3

Continuing to work on what he's practicing already. The difference between the first half and
second half when he stopped more often to make sure people were following and asking effective
questions to the class was very good.

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

4

Give visual aids. There was some in the beginning but then stopped half way through the course.

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

5

talk about things as if it is the first time the student is learning them, not as if they have been
studying this field for their whole life

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

6

Doing the slow pace for the students to understand the material in the first place.

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

7

The reading was quite a bit of work but that really was not his fault because the curriculum was
assigned to him so I think he did the best he could with what he was given

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

8

Slow down the teaching just a little bit.

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

9

Explain using simpler language that someone who is not versed in classic literature might
understand.

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

10

None

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

11

Not go over the same material more than twice in a class period.

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

12

By breaking down some of the material a little more.

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

13

Be more specific in assignments

11/26/2018 5:13 PM
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14

Maybe slow down a little, but the speed was understandable for the context of the syllabus.

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

15

maybe just find more ways to engage the class but otherwise I think the instructor did a great job

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

16

Start making popwerpoint presentations again

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

17

Honestly not sure, he's doin pretty well

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

18

No comment

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

19

More feedback

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

20

I thought the course was great and should be taught just as the instructor taught it.

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

21

Putting more grades online for us to see

11/26/2018 5:11 PM

22

Break down things that people didn't understand a little more so that it makes sense to at least
90% of the class

11/26/2018 5:11 PM

23

use blackboard so we actually know our grade, do more activities in class instead of lecturing the
whole time

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

24

Take things a little slower but overall teaching was effective.

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

25

Realizing not everyone understands the same way and dumbing it down is better

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

26

Explain things a little better and give straight answers to questions

11/26/2018 5:09 PM

27

I don't know

11/26/2018 5:09 PM

28

NOT POSSIBLE

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

29

Explain things more, which you did half way through the year

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

30

Be more available for offie hours and encourage it more

11/26/2018 5:07 PM

31

incorporate other things besides just lectures every class period

11/26/2018 5:07 PM

32

None

11/26/2018 5:06 PM

Q6 Additional comments?
Answered: 20

Skipped: 16

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

One if not the top professor

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

2

He helps out a lot if you need it and works with students to make sure they continue to be
successful if they put in the same effort that he does.

11/26/2018 5:17 PM

3

Overall you made this class wayyyy easier then it was maybe intended to be so I thank you for
that.

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

4

None

11/26/2018 5:16 PM

5

None

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

6

No

11/26/2018 5:15 PM

7

None

11/26/2018 5:14 PM

8

Good Overall.

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

9

none

11/26/2018 5:13 PM

10

Very good teacher!

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

11

He reminds me of Spencer Reid from criminal minds and thats a good thing

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

12

None

11/26/2018 5:12 PM

13

Great class

11/26/2018 5:12 PM
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14

Nope! Have a nice life

11/26/2018 5:11 PM

15

Asking questions helped a lot and being engaged.

11/26/2018 5:10 PM

16

Nice guy. I feel the odds were stacked up against him because he wasn’t able to change any
readings or any assignments we had to do. He did good for the situation he was put in.

11/26/2018 5:09 PM

17

GREAT WORK SOLDIER

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

18

The class sucked and the reading was too much but you are a great teacher, you did your best
with a bad class

11/26/2018 5:08 PM

19

n/a

11/26/2018 5:07 PM

20

Loved the class

11/26/2018 5:06 PM
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Individual Report for Instructor Lepisto 19815-20163 : CLAS-320 Diversity
and the Classical Western Tradition (19815)
USC Student Course Evaluations - Fall 2016
Project Audience 24
Responses Received 22
Response Ratio 91.67%

Subject Details
Name

CLAS-320 Diversity and the Classical Western Tradition (19815)

Section

19815-20163

Course_ID

CLAS-320

Course
Type

Discussion

Course
CLAS
Department
School

LAS

Session

001

First Name

Scott

Last Name

Lepisto

Email

lepisto@usc.edu

Creation Date

Tue, Dec 13, 2016

How would you rate the teaching assistant's effectiveness on the following items?
1. Clearly related the purpose and material in the
discussion section to the lecture component of the
course.

2. Was consistently punctual.

Statistics
Statistics

Value

Mean

4.82

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Mean

4.95

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.21

+/-0.50

3. Articulated the goals of the discussion section
clearly.

Statistics

Value

4. Organized the discussion section to achieve
those goals.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.82

Mean

4.82

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.39

5. Presented material in clear, understandable
language.

Statistics

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.39

6. Used chalkboard/whiteboard and other visual
aids effectively.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.82

Mean

4.36

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.39

7. Was knowledgeable about the subject matter of
the course.

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.79

8. Carefully explained difficult concepts, methods,
and subject matter.
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Statistics

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.91

Mean

4.86

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.29

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.35
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How would you rate the teaching assistant's effectiveness on the following items?
(continued)
9. Provided useful insights into the the way
research is done in this field.

Statistics

10. Was enthusiastic about communicating the
subject matter.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.73

Mean

4.95

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.55

11. Encouraged students to participate in their
learning (e.g., through discussion, projects, study
groups and other appropriate activities).

Mode
Standard Deviation

+/-0.21

12. Was accessible to students (e.g., during office
hours, before and after class, etc.).

Statistics
Statistics

5

Value

Value

Mean

4.95

Mean

4.82

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Standard Deviation

+/-0.21

+/-0.39

13. Evaluated student work in fair and appropriate
ways (if applicable).

14. Gave helpful feedback on assignments.

Statistics
Statistics

5

Value

Value

Mean

4.77

Mean

4.82

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.53

+/-0.39

Overall, how would you rate this teaching assistant?
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Statistics

Value

Mean

4.86

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.35

Overall, how would you rate this discussion section?

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.86

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.36

What were this teaching assistant's main strengths?
Comment
He did a phenomenal job reminding the section of key points Professor Richter made.
Made discussion section crucial and extremely helpful for understanding lecture content, kept the class interesting, and
was great in answering questions
wanting to endlessly help us understand material; witty and not strict
explaining concepts. Very clear assainment analysis. clear and helpful instructions in meetings.
Scott is incredibly kind, articulate, and hardworking. He offers consistent support and provides students with every
resource needed to succeed. Beyond this, he's clearly so passionate about the subject that you can't help be
passionate about the class as well (despite the fact that I don't truly care for the Classics typically). Thoroughly grateful
to have Scott as a section leader this semester, wish I could take a class with him!
Approachability, intelligence, expansive knowledge of the subject material, dedication to instruction, dedication to giving
his students very helpful and insightful feedback. He goes the extra mile for his students and sincerely cares. He is the
best TA I have ever had and likely may ever have.
clarity!!!!!!! Some of the readings were incredibly difficult to understand and even after the lecture the information was
foggy, but after every single discussion class I felt like I had a better understanding of the material.
Scott is always available and willing to help, also praises students whether they get something right or wrong which
creates a really open atmosphere for our discussions
helping understand information from lecture, giving feedback on writing, introducing new ideas
did a great job highlighting most important concepts and points. Always made himself available for office hours and
extra help outside of class. Open to questions and feedback from students.
Scott was very approachable, nice and knowledgable. He was very enthusiastic which created a very nice learning
atmosphere. Scott was always willing to help more and really helped us understand better the lectures of this class.

Individual Report for Instructor Lepisto 19815-20163 : CLAS-320 Diversity and the Classical Western Tradition 5/7
(19815)

Mr. Lepisto's discussion is possibly the reason I was able to pass this class. He is an incredibly clear and concise
speaker. He always offers incredible insight. His class discussion was always engaging and he managed to cover
everything we learned in the lecture
He was available
He understood the students very well and made sure we knew what the professor was talking about. He was always
telling us that he is available any time and during office hours. He was a great help preparing for the midterm and
essays. Great TA all around.
He presented the information in a very learnable way and cleared up any questions I had from lecture. He also held
helpful office hours in which I received a lot of feedback.
Scott strikes that perfect balance between knowledgable and approachable to the layman. His work helped us
understand some truly difficult topics and ideas, and he did so all while caring about his students to the highest level
possible.
His passion for the subject matter, his ability to relate the material back to us, and summarize the lectures.
Organized
Approachable and easy to talk to
Encourages and empowers us
Clearly explains concepts
Thoroughly explaining difficult concepts from lecture and encouraging students to come up with their own
conclusions/theses from the course material.
presented the material in a way that could be understood by all
Discussions basically saved me. Concepts were clearly explained and Scott was very helpful.
He is incredible

How might this teaching assistant improve their teaching effectiveness?
Comment
Emphasizing the essay expectations from the get go.
Make sure student notes are close to his own
not be too difficult on grading if the answer to a question is not too far off; offer other opportunities of improving grade, if
student is doing the required work but just having a rough time
use whiteboard more often when you talk about names and places
Already great.
It is difficult to think of areas of improvement. Perhaps he could try to communicate with Professor Richter more clearly
as to key concepts of the course; occasionally he would be confused as to what the professor meant in lecture.
However, I must stress that overwhelmingly Dr. Lepisto was an EXCELLENT teaching assistant.
no improvement necessary! Great teacher! uber helpful and funny!
Thought he did a great job!
He could improve a little by being more clear when answering quiestions
I don't think he needs to improve upon any aspect of his teaching
Be more clear when students are asking for critique. I asked for critique, and he told me what my grade would be, but
when I improved it and submitted it, my grade was actually lower..
Make more group discussions like he did when we brainstormed about possible test questions
I think that he did a near perfect job for this course.
Can one improve from perfection? I don't think so.
Nothing that I can think of
I think Scott has a great amount of experience under his belt that has served to his advantage. He is by far the best TA I
have ever had. He has a great balance of not being to easy but not too strict. You can tell he's really passionate about
what he's teaching. As a transfer student, TAs in the past have had the greatest power in determining your over all
grade and really put her students down and Scott really encouraged, challenged and motivated us to reach our
potential. It made a huge difference in my academic experience and is why I really enjoy it here at USC. USC did well in
choosing him as a section leader.
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Nothing

Additional comments?
Students
One of the best TA's I've ever had
thanks Scott!
Thanks for the semester! You have been really helpful!
Thank you for a WONDERFUL semester!
Thank you, very much. I was incredibly lucky to have you as a resource and mentor this semester.
thank you!!!!!! even though i was late pretty much every week you made the class super interesting and understandable!
I loved the material!
thanks for a great semester!
Thanks for a great semester!
His discussion class had a very nice atmosphere, he was very helpful and a great TA
Thank you! Made course more interesting and fun.
I don't know if I have a reason to get up on Fridays anymore.
No
Thank you Scott!
There was reluctance to answer the questions posed because students were afraid of answering incorrectly. It is great
to know how incredibly qualified you are for this field, but perhaps that intimidated students as well.
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Individual Report for Instructor Lepisto 19816-20163 : CLAS-320 Diversity
and the Classical Western Tradition (19816)
USC Student Course Evaluations - Fall 2016
Project Audience 24
Responses Received 21
Response Ratio 87.50%

Subject Details
Name

CLAS-320 Diversity and the Classical Western Tradition (19816)

Section

19816-20163

Course_ID

CLAS-320

Course
Type

Discussion

Course
CLAS
Department
School

LAS

Session

001

First Name

Scott

Last Name

Lepisto

Email

lepisto@usc.edu

Creation Date

Tue, Dec 13, 2016

How would you rate the teaching assistant's effectiveness on the following items?
1. Clearly related the purpose and material in the
discussion section to the lecture component of the
course.

2. Was consistently punctual.

Statistics
Statistics

Value

Mean

4.62

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Mean

4.71

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.46

+/-0.50

3. Articulated the goals of the discussion section
clearly.

Statistics

Value

4. Organized the discussion section to achieve
those goals.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.57

Mean

4.43

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.51

5. Presented material in clear, understandable
language.

Statistics

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.68

6. Used chalkboard/whiteboard and other visual
aids effectively.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.57

Mean

4.14

Median

5.00

Median

4.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.60

7. Was knowledgeable about the subject matter of
the course.

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.85

8. Carefully explained difficult concepts, methods,
and subject matter.
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Statistics

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.52

Mean

4.52

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.60

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.68
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How would you rate the teaching assistant's effectiveness on the following items?
(continued)
9. Provided useful insights into the the way
research is done in this field.

Statistics

10. Was enthusiastic about communicating the
subject matter.

Value

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.29

Mean

4.57

Median

4.00

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.78

11. Encouraged students to participate in their
learning (e.g., through discussion, projects, study
groups and other appropriate activities).

Mode
Standard Deviation

+/-0.60

12. Was accessible to students (e.g., during office
hours, before and after class, etc.).

Statistics
Statistics

5

Value

Value

Mean

4.62

Mean

4.52

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Standard Deviation

+/-0.59

+/-0.68

13. Evaluated student work in fair and appropriate
ways (if applicable).

14. Gave helpful feedback on assignments.

Statistics
Statistics

5

Value

Value

Mean

4.52

Mean

4.48

Median

5.00

Median

5.00

Mode

Mode
Standard Deviation

5

Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.60

+/-0.68

Overall, how would you rate this teaching assistant?
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Statistics

Value

Mean

4.71

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.46

Overall, how would you rate this discussion section?

Statistics

Value

Mean

4.52

Median

5.00

Mode
Standard Deviation

5
+/-0.60

What were this teaching assistant's main strengths?
Comment
Dr. Lepisto knew a lot from memory, but he also was able to directly relate to the texts and help us to understand them
on a deeper level, as well as being able to relate concepts. He had great clarity.
He is very intelligent, great at explaining the course material, and a fair grader.
Scott really makes an effort to be clear about course topics. He is very clear and helpful when questions are asked, and
we can tell he wants to help us succeed. Also just a nice guy in general.
Lepisto is very knowledgable about the class material, takes great notes during lectures, and comes prepared to go
over (mostly) everything covered in both lectures from the week. He is very approachable and always available during
office hours for his students. Lepisto wants his students to succeed and encourages them to come to him for help.
Scott was very articulate in his lectures and very helpful in his review of our work and his feedback.
Staying on topic in discussion, clarifying lecture material, focusing discussion towards students' needs and questions,
patience and helpfulness with students
Very thoughtfully distilled the concepts of the course and communicated them. Gave very detailed and personalized
feedback which made improvement possible.
He was very clear in his explanations and was excellent at facilitating a healthy discourse during class.
Clearly explained what we went over in lecture and made sure we understood it. Was always available to answer
questions and give feedback on our papers.
Really clear in communication, able to clarify anything that we had questions on in the lecture, made the lecture info a
lot more organized
He was very knowledgable and coherent when he explained the main ideas of the texts.
-very enthusiastic about material
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-helpful in explaining and reinforcing important points from lecture
-extremely helpful in explaining the essay writing process and giving feedback
Scott was really helpful in just getting the main details discussed during classtime. If anyone had any questions on
clarification he could give it quite well and helped in formulating a concise thesis for my paper.
Very knowledgeable, accessible to students
Accessible and knowledgeable

How might this teaching assistant improve their teaching effectiveness?
Comment
Perhaps with having more open discussions in the section, so we are more engaged.
He could work on his delivery a bit
N/A! 10/10 :)
Could be a little more strict with policies (not having laptops) and making each student participate (possible in such a
small class).
Nothing I can think of.
Reminder that it's a GE. Not my major, not used to this. I tried really hard but it's not my 'thing.' Harsh grading that
brought down my GPA.
No.
-continue having time in discussion to think about possible final questions - I find this really helpful
Outlines of the lecture perhaps? Just main points, not necessarily handed out on a piece of paper or sent in an email.
Just available on the whiteboard for people who show up to class
Keep in mind that most students of this course are not Classics majors and thus needs to level with those students
way more.

Additional comments?
Students
You look good in olive green! Goes well with your skin tone. You have that one olive green colored collared shirt you
wear haha. My friend and I are always like "he's wearing the shirt!!" Scott Aran Lepisto is a cool dude. Scott if you're
reading this, you rock!
Thanks for an incredible semester! I wish you the best of luck in the advancement of your teaching career :) I'm so
happy I had you as my TA - I think you were definitely the best out of the three (in my unbiased opinion, of course).
Lepisto is a great TA. I find Classics to be very boring and dense; however, Lepisto somehow was able to simplify the
material so that even I could understand it and surprisingly he was able to make the material interesting.
Thanks for a great semester. I enjoyed learning from and talking to you very much.
Really enjoyed the discussion. Thank you!
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Q1 - How would you rate the instructor's effectiveness on the following items?
#

Field

Excellent

Above
Average

Average

Below
Average

Poor

No
Response

Total

1

Clearly articulated course
goals.

25.00% 1

75.00% 3

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

2

Organized course to achieve
those goals.

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

3

Presented material in clear,
understandable language.

0.00% 0

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

4

Encouraged students to
participate in their learning
(e.g., through discussion,
projects, study groups and
other appropriate activities).

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

5

Was accessible to students
(e.g., during office hours,
before and after class, etc.).

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

6

Stimulated student interest in
subject matter.

0.00% 0

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

7

Presented subject matter in
academically challenging
ways.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

8

Used chalkboard/whiteboard
and other visual aids
effectively.

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

9

Was knowledgeable about the
subject matter of the course.

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

10

Carefully explained difficult
concepts, methods, and
subject matter.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

11

Provided students a valuable
learning experience.

0.00% 0

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

12

Provided useful insights into
the the way research is done
in this field.

0.00% 0

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

25.00% 1

4

13

Gave helpful feedback on
assignments.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

14

Overall, how would you rate
this instructor?

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

15

Overall, how would you rate
this course?

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

Showing Rows: 1 - 15 Of 15

#

Field

Excellent

Above
Average

Average

Below
Average

Poor

No
Response

Total

1

Clearly articulated course
goals.

25.00% 1

75.00% 3

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

2

Organized course to achieve
those goals.

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

3

Presented material in clear,
understandable language.

0.00% 0

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

4

Encouraged students to
participate in their learning
(e.g., through discussion,
projects, study groups and
other appropriate activities).

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

5

Was accessible to students
(e.g., during office hours,
before and after class, etc.).

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

6

Stimulated student interest in
subject matter.

0.00% 0

50.00% 2

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

7

Presented subject matter in
academically challenging
ways.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

8

Used chalkboard/whiteboard
and other visual aids
effectively.

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

9

Was knowledgeable about the
subject matter of the course.

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

10

Carefully explained difficult
concepts, methods, and
subject matter.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

11

Provided students a valuable
learning experience.

0.00% 0

75.00% 3

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

12

Provided useful insights into
the the way research is done
in this field.

0.00% 0

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

0.00% 0

25.00% 1

4

13

Gave helpful feedback on
assignments.

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

14

Overall, how would you rate
this instructor?

50.00% 2

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

15

Overall, how would you rate
this course?

25.00% 1

25.00% 1

50.00% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

4

Showing Rows: 1 - 15 Of 15

Q4 - What were this instructor's main strengths?
What were this instructor's main strengths?

The exams were good, not too difficult and not too easy. He was very accessible and encouraging. He knows the subject material well and I never had
difficulty understanding the concepts that he taught.

A systematic approach to learning Latin, much more targeted than some of my other Latin classes.

relatability

Understanding and patient. Really took advantage of our small class size to help us learn most effectively.
Showing Records: 1 - 4 Of 4

Q5 - How might this instructor improve their teaching effectiveness?
How might this instructor improve their teaching effectiveness?

Finding better ways to keep us accountable for memorization. Start each day with a quiz over some portion of the vocab or chapter's material from the
last day. Also, include bits about Latin culture to get us excited about actually learning to read latin.

Occasionally needs to project more, sometimes he mumbles. But other than that, he did a great job!

there’s lots to learn in this course, but perhaps hit the main things harder and leave the little things to form on their own

With my schedule, sometimes it was hard to get to office hours when I felt I could benefit from them.
Showing Records: 1 - 4 Of 4

Q6 - Additional comments?
Additional comments?

I think having a small class was really valuable, and if possible he should try to keep this.

He was a thoughtful instructor. I wish I could take 201 from him. Not looking forward to having to go to a new instructor next semester.
Showing Records: 1 - 2 Of 2
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